Marden 2037? – Infrastructure (5)

Housing
General housing
Maidstone Borough Local Plan Review
The final draft of the proposed new Maidstone Borough Local Plan was submitted for examination by an independent planning inspector in March 2022.
This does not include the proposal for 2000 new houses on land north of Marden.  Instead, it proposes two new ‘garden communities’ at Heathlands (near Lenham) and Lidsing (south of the M2).
However, despite objections from Marden Parish Council and various local residents, it does propose a new housing land allocation for approximately 113 new homes east of Albion Road and north of Copper Lane under policy LPRSA295.
It also foresees completion of the housing under construction on the former Marden Cricket & Hockey Club site allocated in the current Maidstone Borough Local Plan 2011-2031 under policy H1(6).
If the new Maidstone Borough Local Plan is adopted in its current form, these housing land allocations should be delivered at some stage during the next local plan period (expected to be 2022 to 2037), although Maidstone Borough Council is required to keep this under review every five years. 
As such, it is not currently envisaged that an updated Marden Neighbourhood Plan needs to propose any further sites for general housing in the plan period.
Specific types of housing
The existing Marden Neighbourhood Plan 2017–2031 has three policies relating to specific types of housing, based on the priorities identified at the time it was originally produced.
Affordable housing on rural exception sites
In5 – AFFORDABLE HOUSING ON RURAL EXCEPTION SITES
Support will be given to the development of rural exception sites for local needs housing where a proven need has been demonstrated, and the development is of a suitable scale, design and location.
Marden Parish Council is planning to carry out a new local needs housing survey to establish whether there is a need for another rural exception site at this point.  However, even if not, local needs can change over time so it may be necessary to retain this policy.
	Question
	Yes or No

	Do you agree that existing Marden Neighbourhood Plan policy In5 should be retained in case additional local needs housing is required in the future?
	



Please turn over…
Housing for older people
POLICY In6 – HOUSING FOR OLDER PEOPLE
Support will be given to development which provides housing suitable for older residents.  This may include smaller bungalow units sited where occupants are provided with a vibrant and interesting view and within easy reach of services, amenities and natural areas where development conforms with other policies in the plan.
It seems likely that there will continue to be an increasing demand for housing suitable for older people, so it may be necessary to retain this policy.
	Question
	Yes or No

	Do you agree that existing Marden Neighbourhood Plan policy In6 should be retained to support provision of housing suitable for older people in the future?
	


Housing for gypsies and travellers
POLICY In7 – HOUSING FOR GYPSIES AND TRAVELLERS
Support will be given to the development of small-scale Gypsy and Traveller sites within the Plan area, which provide adequate amenities for occupants and which do not result in unacceptable harm to the amenities of existing residents in the vicinity of the site, the character of the countryside or the biodiversity of the wider area.  
The final draft of the proposed new Maidstone Borough Local Plan proposes two new pitches for gypsies and travellers at 1 Oak Lodge, Tilden Lane under policy LPRGT1(6).
However, Maidstone Borough Council has recently undertaken a ‘call for sites, to support its planned Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling Showpeople Development Plan Document.
This could result in additional land allocations for gypsy and traveller housing, so it may be necessary to retain this policy to help ensure that these are appropriate to the location if any are proposed for Marden.
	Question
	Yes or No

	Do you agree that existing Marden Neighbourhood Plan policy In7 should be retained in case additional gypsy and traveller sites are proposed in the future?
	


Any other comments or suggestions?
Please feel free to add any other comments or suggestions about housing policies in the box below.
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