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Dear Ms Russell.

Thank you for your petition to the Prime Minister opposing the proposal for the
creation of a garden community on land in Marden, Kent. As this relates to the
planning system, this Department has been asked to respond.

| regret that due to the Secretary of State’s quasi-judicial functions in the planning
system, we are unable to comment on the details of a specific Local Plan or planning
application. However, | can provide the following general comments.

There is an urgent need in this country for more homes and the Govemment
believes that new garden villages and towns can play an important part in
~ addressing that need over the medium and long-term.

orts 48 garden towns and villages across England,
on enabling Councils to take on dedicated staff and plan
ainable, where the right infrastructure is provided at the

‘Marden garden community is not one of the 48
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